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Summary record 

OECD Workshop on Reducing Marine Plastic Litter: Taking stock of current policies 

and paving the way towards longer term goals 

11 - 12 June 2020    │   Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Background 

Plastics have profoundly transformed our societies and economies. A cornerstone of economic growth and 

industrial development of the 20th century, plastics’ universality is manifested by their near-infinite uses in 

modern society, ranging from transportation to clothing, from medical devices to packaging. They have 

made our vehicles lighter, our clothes cheaper, our healthcare more hygienic. 

While plastics have innumerable benefits, plastic pollution is causing considerable damage to the 

environment. Plastic pollution has particularly taken its toll on oceans, where they are fundamentally 

altering marine habitats and threatening both marine life and human livelihoods. If urgent national and 

international action is not taken to combat marine plastic litter, it is estimated that approximately 150 million 

tons of plastic waste will have entered the ocean by 2025.  

The international community, in recognition of the adverse environmental impacts of marine plastics litter, 

has taken bold steps to curtail plastic pollution. The G20 developed an Action Plan on Marine Litter in 

2017, followed in 2019 by the G20 Osaka Blue Ocean Vision (OBOV) which has set as its objective to 

“reduce additional pollution by marine plastic litter to zero (MPL) by 2050 through a comprehensive life-

cycle approach that includes reducing the discharge of mismanaged plastic litter by improved waste 

management and innovative solutions while recognising the important role of plastics for society“. 

In October 2019, a meeting to follow up on the G20 Implementation Framework for Actions on Marine 

Plastic Litter” (G20 Implementation Framework) was held in Tokyo, and identified future activities for the 

G20 Implementation Framework. These activities included the possible contribution of relevant 

international organisations to help advance the OBOV and the G20 Implementation Framework, including 

global statistics, analysis of key trends, and regular reports to G20 members. This workshop, jointly 

organised by the OECD and the Ministry of the Environment Japan, contributed to this goal. It allowed to 

share policies and actions at the national and international level towards achieving the long term goals on 

marine plastic litter, such as the OBOV.  

Objectives of the workshop and participation 

The objective of the workshop was to take stock of policy action to combat marine plastic litter at the 

international, national, and sub-national level, present lessons learnt, and discuss possible scenarios to 

achieve long-term goals, notably the “Osaka Blue Ocean Vision”. 

The meeting was opened by OECD Secretary General Angel Gurría and the Minister of Environment, 

Japan Shinjiro Koizumi. It brought together about 150 government officials and experts from G20 

members, other countries and international organisations, as well as stakeholders from NGOs and 

industry. 



2    

  
  

Outcomes of the workshop 

Many participants, including those from NGOs and industry groups expressed their support to the Osaka 

Blue Ocean Vision (OBOV). The Minister of the Environment Japan indicated that the OBOV already 

received the support of 86 countries and regions across the globe, indicating significant political 

momentum. 

In this context, participants discussed a number of approaches that can be used to tackle the issue of 

marine plastic litter and which can be implemented at the international, national and sub-national level, 

including: 

 Improved design of plastic polymers and products (e.g. to increase recyclability and reduce 

environmental harmfulness); 

 Bans of single-use plastic items, where more environmentally friendly substitutes are readily 

available (e.g. single-use plastic bag bans in various OECD and non-OECD countries or the EU 

single-use plastics directive);  

 Awareness campaigns, citizen-science and citizen clean-up projects;  

 Large scale clean-up measures (e.g. in river outflows, on open sea or at beaches); 

 Improved waste collection and treatment and the financing thereof (e.g. through EPR schemes);  

 Improved enforcement and control to avoid illegal littering and dumping of plastic waste (e.g. 

through surveillance cameras); 

 Improved markets for recycled plastics (e.g. through recycled content mandates); 

 Improved data and knowledge and the sharing thereof (e.g. Japan’s efforts towards harmonised 

monitoring and data collection;  Indonesia established a baseline together with the World Bank); 

 Research and development to foster innovation along all aspects of the plastic value chain (e.g. 

sustainable plastic materials design, plastic waste sorting and recycling techniques, artificial 

intelligence for control and prevention of marine litter and clean-up operations). 

Since plastic leakage into the environment occurs at all stages of the plastic value chain and originates 

from a variety of sectors, there is a need for a comprehensive and complementary set of policies that 

address all stages of the value chain of plastics products from the design stage to clean-up: 

 Upstream measures, for instance, can aim at improving plastics design, reducing unnecessary 

plastics use and reusing plastic products; 

 Downstream measures can include appropriate sorting and collection, recycling end-of-life plastics, 

capturing plastic waste in rivers and clean-up measures on sea or at beaches. 

 Microplastics (e.g. microbeads, textiles fibres or tyre rub-off) are also an important source of plastic 

leakage and of particular concern given their ability to enter the food chain, requiring a specific set 

of policy responses.  

Policies to reduce marine plastic litter need to consider the full life-cycle, such that environmental burden 

shifting issues are avoided. For instance, single-use plastic bans need to be considered in the context of 

possible substitution effects and the environmental impacts that alternative products will generate. 

Exports of plastic waste should only occur when the environmentally sound management of this waste is 

ensured by the importing country. Waste exports to countries lacking appropriate infrastructure need to be 

avoided. 

Marine plastic litter generates a range of environmental impacts, including biodiversity, climate and health. 

All of these externalities should be considered when evaluating the cost-effectiveness of policy-measures 

to tackle marine plastic litter. 
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OECD countries and emerging economies have different contexts and face different issues when it comes 

to the marine plastic litter problem, potentially requiring different policy responses. A one-size-fits-all 

solution does not exist and a mix of policies needs to be considered, depending on national circumstances. 

Exchanging experiences through policy dialogues is essential towards achieving long-term goals, such as 

the OBOV.  

Participants also discussed the long-term policy trajectories that will be needed to achieve the OBOV 

target. While there is already some interesting analysis in this field, the meeting suggested that further 

efforts seem to be necessary to project marine plastics litter, possible long-term policy scenarios and the 

associated financial resources required to achieve zero marine plastic litter. The OECD will be contributing 

to these efforts through the development of a Global Plastics Outlook, which will aim to provide insights 

into economic drivers and projections of plastic waste, its associated environmental and economic impacts, 

as well as the policy mixes that will be effective in curbing plastic related pollution and waste generation.  

The following areas for further work were identified or suggested: 

 Overall, it is important to continue to follow-up and strengthen measures, to generate and share 

scientific information and knowledge, promote innovative solutions, international cooperation, and 

multi-stakeholder involvement, and raise awareness among all stakeholder and the general public. 

 Currently there is no standardised methodology to measure and monitor the abundance of (macro 

and micro-) plastics at sea. Harmonisation of monitoring methods is necessary to allow for a better 

comparison of study results and for better monitoring. Japan recently published harmonised 

monitoring guidelines, which could help provide a basis of more coordinated monitoring efforts.  

 Research needs to provide better knowledge of the interlinkages of marine littering and economic 

impacts. 

 Policy research should highlight the different challenges among different countries and help identify 

effective interventions especially in developing countries.  

 Continued efforts in modelling and scenario analysis by the OECD and other organisations, 

including macroeconomic modelling can help identify effective policy scenarios and develop 

concrete actions to reach medium- and long-term goals, such as the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision. 

 The last three areas were seen to be those where the OECD has a particular comparative 

advantage to support international efforts. The progress and outcomes of the bespoke modelling 

and scenario analysis and other relevant work are intended to be reported in international fora, 

including relevant G20 meetings.  

 


